Dear Senator ___________,
President Obama and House Republicans have targeted Community Action Agencies for virtual extinction. The President is recommending a 50 percent funding cut for FY 2011, while House Republicans are suggesting a complete elimination in the upcoming Continuing Resolution. 
The funding stream specifically targeted is the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG). 
I am supportive of the need to get government spending under control and curtail our growing national debt. The way to do this does not include eliminating CSBG. All government agencies and grantees need to tighten their belts and trim waste; Community Action Agencies are prepared to do this. However, the funding cuts for CSBG are excessive and crushing to effective and proven community-based organizations. 
In Pennsylvania, there are 43 Community Action Partnership which collectively have served over 600,000 individuals in need. Seventy-four percent of those served were families that earned below the federal poverty guideline. In __________ County, where we live, the ___(agency name)_______________ received $___________ in CSBG funding. With this money they were able to serve _________ individuals and families - _____ percent of them children, _____ percent seniors. They also were able to leverage an additional $___________ in non-CSBG funding. Without CSBG, most of this additional money will disappear, never to benefit the citizens of _____________ County. The following are some of the programs that will most likely be cut without CSBG funding:
· Education and/or job readiness training to prepare individuals for employment.

· Housing counseling services to those with housing needs or problems resolvable through homebuyer education and/or pre-purchase education.
· Energy assistance to individuals and families having difficulty paying their energy bills.

· Mortgage assistance for those who have experienced an unfortunate turn of events and are temporarily unable to make their mortgage payments.

· Financial literacy, asset development and budget management programs which keep families from falling victim to predatory lending and bankruptcy. 
Community Action is a results-driven program that provides needed services to ____________ County, the state of Pennsylvania and the entire country. Eliminating CSBG would be eliminating Community Action. ______________ County’s citizens deserve better. America’s citizens deserve better.
Keep CSBG in the upcoming vote for the Continuing Resolution and ensure full funding for CSBG in the FY 2011 budget.

Sincerely,

Full contact information

