Additional Information from NASCSP

Last month NASCSP produced the Understanding CSBG Accountability in the Current Political Environment document as a resource for the CSBG Network. Since we released these talking points on CSBG and ROMA, we have heard some other specific concerns throughout the Network that we wanted to be sure to address, specifically regarding how resources and information are used, and NASCSP's efforts to disseminate CSBG information. 
· Since 2003, when CSBG reauthorization expired NASCSP has worked to put forward improvements that were grounded in learning from the CSBG IS and ROMA data  and the Network's experience in what works.  NASCSP believes the CSBG IS and ROMA data make the best case/a compelling case for CSBG reauthorization. As such, when NASCSP has met with Congressional officials and staff regarding CSBG reauthorization and shared the Network's CSBG IS and ROMA data, we have been met with commendation regarding the wealth of outcome data collected by the Network.  The NASCSP CSBG Policy & Government Affairs website page has resources on NASCSP past reauthorization positions, as well as other CSBG legislative resources. 
· Through its tools and resources NASCSP has advocated that Community Action has the data and information to make the case for its continued existence. The NASCSP  CSBG Public Information Tools website page has resources such as the NASCSP CSBG Fact Sheet, as well as examples of messaging tools within the Network. 
· NASCSP values and appreciates the significant time, money and effort that the Network dedicates into compiling, reviewing, and revising the data. NASCSP uses the data to tell the story and to showcase the success of the Network. We send the data to governors, HHS, key Congressional officials, anti-poverty research organizations, etc. We encourage local agencies, states, and associations to do the same; not only should you be sharing data as necessary with key constituents and stakeholders, but you should also be producing your own reports and fact sheets.  The data belong to all of us and we each have a responsibility to ensure our story is heard. Use the NASCSP Storytelling Manual and the Storytelling Brochure to help craft your message. 
· NASCSP creates the NASCSP CSBG Annual Report from the data submitted by states every year. The report process includes thorough data review by NASCSP and states, and professional creation of the final product. The report is published on the NASCSP website and printed copies are mailed to network partners, state CSBG administrators, state associations, Congressional Members, and governors. The CSBG Congressional Report is different from the NASCSP CSBG Annual Report. OCS plans the production schedule and has NASCSP  provide data for the Congressional Report based on this schedule. Then OCS works on editing it and getting feedback from their office and others within HHS before OCS gets final approval to release the report to Congress. 
o   NASCSP FY 2009 CSBG Annual Report: Coming in April! 
o   NASCSP CSBG Highlights: 2009 Available now!
o   NASCSP CSBG Annual Report: 2008 Available now!
o    CSBG Congressional Report: 2007 Available now!
o   FY 2008 CSBG Congressional Report: in draft
o   FY 2009 CSBG Congressional Report: in planning stages
